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On July 25, ecologist Mauricio Alvarado told reporters he had received death threats from persons
involved in the shrimp industry who criticized his work for the Gulf of Fonseca Defense and
Development Committee (CODEFAGOL). Alvarado said he was assaulted by three men, one of
whom he identified as Federico Pastrana. On July 29, 400 fisherpersons blocked traffic on the PanAmerican Highway in Choluteca. The protesters demanded the release of 17 colleagues, arrested
on charges of assault against a shrimp operation in the Gulf of Fonseca. CODEFAGOL has opposed
expansion of the shrimp industry without government control since 1988. The Committee has called
on the government to require that shrimp fishing operators construct habitats for development of
shrimp larvae. This requirement would be aimed at preventing the common practice of destroying
mangrove thickets and other habitats used by a variety of fauna and flora species. Next, the
Committee has proposed regulations on the types of nets used by shrimp collector/processors.
Because current techniques also trap a variety of fish, fish yields have declined by 50%. Over the
past five years, the Honduran shrimp industry has expanded at a rapid pace, and currently ranks
as the nation's fastest-growing export sector. Shrimp exports are expected to top $100 million per
annum in the near future. (Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 07/25/91, 07/29/91; AFP, 07/29/91)
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